52           A LETTER TO THE KING AT ARMS

bought at her own charge, or with her personal credit, until
some envious brewers and butchers forced her to retire.1

As to myself, I have been, for several years, a foot-officer ;
and it was my charge to guard the carnages, behind which
I was commanded to stick close, that they might not be
attacked in the rear. I have had the honour to be a favourite
of several fine ladies; who, each of them at different times,
gave me such coloured knots and public marks of distinction,,
that every one knew which of them it was to whom I paid
my address. They would not go into their coach without
me, nor willingly drink unless I gave them the glass with my
own hand. They allowed me to call them my mistresses,
and owned that title publicly. I have been told, that the
true ancient employment of a squire was to carry a knight's
shield, painted with his colours and coat of arms. This is
what I have witnesses to produce that I have often done ;
not indeed in a shield, like my predecessors, but that which
is full as good, I have carried the colours of a knight upon
my coat.2 I have likewise borne the king's arms m my hand,
as a mark of authority;3 and hung them painted before my
dwelling-house, as a mark of my calling :4 So that I may
truly say, His Majesty's arms have been my supporters. I
have been a strict and constant follower of men of quality^
I have diligently pursued the steps of several squires, and am
able to behave myself as well as the best of them, whenever
there shall be occasion.

I desire it may be no disadvantage to me, that, by the
new act of parliament going to pass for preserving the game,
I am not yet qualified to keep a greyhound. If this should
be the test of squirehood, it will go hard with a great number
of my fraternity, as well as myself, who must all be unsquired,
because a greyhound will not be allowed to keep us com-
pany ; and it is well known I have been a companion to his
betters. What has a greyhound to do with a squireship?
Might I not be a real squire, although there was no such
thing as a greyhound in the world ? Pray tell me, sir, are
greyhounds to be from henceforth the supporters of every

1  Which means that she kept an eating-house or restaurant, and be-
came eventually a bankrupt.    [T S ]

2  The livery of a footman.    [T. S.]

3  As a constable.    [T S.]                  4 An innkeeper.    [T. S.]